The definition of the word 'bullying' diverges based on the field of practice and research, in the absence of an agreed-upon overreaching definition. The latter would allow maximum flexibility in contributing to the variations in findings of various academic studies.
INTRODUCTION
Consistent interdisciplinary research efforts have led to breakthrough observations and conclusions in regard to bullying of learners at schools as a worldwide problem, 1 addressed by educators, parents and legislators 2 on national, regional and international levels. 3 However, relevant and applicable to different aspects of education as a process in a young person's life, the extralegal approach of research in regard to bullying at school is prevailing, and the legal approach is insufficient. The same observation can be made in regard to the definition of bullying. Many researchers provide generalized extra legal definitions of the phenomenon, but there are very few jurisdictions where legislators are keen on adopting legal definitions of the term bullying.
The term "bullying" is without question a universally accepted term linguistically of what has been generally perceived as intentional aggressive behavior, mobbing, harassment, pestering, silent treatment, ignoring, etc. with an outcome of causing pain or discomfort of some extent. Scientific literature provides numerous concepts of the phenomenon of bullying. 4 It is referred to as direct or indirect 5 dehumanizing 6 "delinquent behavior", 7 intentional harmful behavior, carried out repeatedly, against an individual who is unable to defend themselves, 8 social interaction, 9 physical or psychological abuse, 10 to name a few. Yet a universal definition of bullying does not exist. However, the definition of bullying provided by Dan Olweus (who is perhaps the most prominent researcher of the ongoing global interdisciplinary effort in the field of school bullying) resonates in the vast majority of scholarly research on bullying.
There are few national jurisdictions that have passed relevant laws that deal with specific forms of bullying and the number of laws addressing the issue of bullying directly is not abundant, but nevertheless increasing. One of the most advanced national jurisdictions where specific legislation explicitly addressing bullying has been adopted is the USA, where laws and policies governing bullying vary by state and entity. 11 The article focuses on analysis of the state laws in education that deal with school violence issues and, thus, contain explicit definitions of bullying.
The aim of the article is to:
-analyze state laws on education of the US in regard to the legal definition of bullying;
-present the analysis of the correlation between the general definition of bullying provided by the scholars of extralegal fields of research and the legal definition of bullying provided by the state laws on education of the US;
Methods of systemic and analytical-critical, comparative analysis were applied for the research of the article. In addition, methods of documentary analysis and generalization were used.
DEFINING BULLYING

BEYOND THE LEGAL SPHERE
According to Olweus "a person is being bullied (or victimized) when he or she is exposed, repeatedly and over time, to negative actions on the part of one or more other persons." 12 The ground rule definition provided by Olweus sets a clear component framework for an action to be considered bullying and has been applied and adhered to by researchers ever since. It is provided that action must be: 1) negative, with intention to inflict physical injury or discomfort by aggressive behavior; 2) repetitive and over time; 3) represent an imbalance of strength or power (physical and/or psychological). 13 The by the low emotional literacy of the society. 20 The extent of bullying is recognized as direct indicator of the mental health of the Lithuanian society. 21 In one of the components. 38 The US states' legislature is by far the most extensive resource of legal acts in education law, explicitly addressing bullying at school. The latter circumstance allows for an in-depth analysis of how the legal definition of bullying correlates with the universally accepted and applied definition of bullying (by Olweus) and its component parts.
THE LEGAL DEFINITION OF BULLYING IN THE STATE LEGISLATION OF THE UNITED STATES
A thorough analysis of all states' laws on education that address violence at schools and that contain explicit or indirect definitions of bullying has been carried out. Only those provisions of the state law on education that contained the actual definition of bullying were analyzed in regard to the three generally accepted definitional components of bullying. 
ON NEGATIVITY
Dan Olweus explains the notion of 'negative actions' as an attempt or an
action committed with intent to cause injury or discomfort to the victim. etc. However, as can be seen from Table 1 , not all states' legislations equally refer to the repeated incidence of bullying, as well as presence of imbalance of physical or psychological power between the perpetrator and the victim in the definitions of bullying or other notions related to it. Thus, the legislation at large deviates from one of the component parts (i.e., repeated incidence over time) of the universally applied definition and does not explicitly require for an act to be repetitive and over time in order to be perceived as bullying. It is to be noted, however, that in all other instances where the state law definition of bullying at school does not make any reference to repetitiveness or duration of bullying, it is provided that the act (or acts) be sufficiently 'significant,' 'severe,' or 'pervasive,' or a 'single incident' or 'act' be 'significant.' In some instances state law places a strict obligation to 'include a reasonable balance between the pattern and the severity' of bullying behavior in the district's school policy. 
ON INCIDENCE
ON IMBALANCE OF POWER
Only five states included an explicit provision in regard to the presence of real or perceived power disparities between the aggressor and the victim of bullying.
This resembles some of the emerging tendencies, based on the research of the acts of bullying at school, which provide that although a power imbalance usually increases the severity of the impact on the victim, a lack of power imbalance does not shield victims from the negative effects of bullying. 89 Thus, the legal definition in the instance of the imbalance of power also deviates from the generally applied definition of bullying provided by the experts. 86 Oxford University Press, "Definition of persistent in English" (2016) in education carries out a function of advocating for the rights of the learners during the whole process of acquiring compulsory education. under one legal definition. 115 Retaliation against a student or an employee asserting or alleging and act of bullying is in some instances also explicitly described as bullying. 116 Some definitions of bullying refer to its discriminative character. For instance, several definitions explicitly define bullying as an act motivated by any 117 as well as pupil's behaviors or beliefs, or association with a person and based on this other person's characteristics, behaviors, or beliefs. 122 One jurisdiction explicitly states that the act 'need not to be based' on any form of discrimination in order for it to be qualified as an act of bullying.
OTHER RELEVANT CHARACTERISTICS OF BULLYING AT SCHOOL
123
CONCLUSIONS
Analysis of the state laws that have been adopted with the purpose to prevent bullying shows that it is feasible and productive for a legislator to provide a more or The divergence of the legal definition of bullying at school from the generally accepted definition brings out its distinctive all-encompassing character. The legal definitions, as discussed above, encompass major aspects of bullying at school, taking into consideration both the victim, the bystanders, the student-body, the staff of the school, location, etc. And while bullying itself is a 'non-criminal' activity, 124 the emergence of regulatory legislation with specific regard to bullying as a form of negative behavior at school shows the importance of the legal imperatives. 125 The way these legal definitions of bullying and other related terms are drafted, they by and large raise the status of a student (or all students affected) by protecting and advocating for his or her rights, as well as the rights of the members of the school community in general. should consider revising the definition of bullying accordingly.
